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From Basic Research to Breakthrough Innovation

20th Anniversary of the TU9 Alliance

Berlin, January 26, 2026

This year, TU9 - German Universities of Technology looks back on two decades of successful coopera-
tion. Founded on 26 January 2006, the Alliance of leading Technical Universities has successfully estab-
lished itself as an important partner and voice for engineering science in Germany as a center of science
and innovation.

The TU9 Co-Presidents, Prof. Dr. Angela lttel, President of TU Braunschweig, and Prof. Dr. Peter Midden-
dorf, Rector of University of Stuttgart, pay tribute to the anniversary and emphasize the societal relevance
of the TU9 Alliance: “As a common voice for outstanding Technical Universities and engineering science
in particular, we work closely with partners from science, industry and politics at a national and global
level. With their expertise, TU9 Universities make a decisive contribution to solving societal challenges in
areas such as artificial intelligence, energy, mobility, and other key technologies of the High-Tech
Agenda Germany,” the two Co-Presidents said.

“The distinguishing feature of our Technical Universities is that we are able to translate excellent basic
research into innovations. Especially with regard to deep tech innovations, the innovation ecosystems
surrounding TU9 Universities play an important role. The transfer to industry and society is a particular
concern of ours. This is supported by the inter- and transdisciplinary as well as international orientation
of TU9 Universities, whose portfolio includes not only STEM subjects but also social sciences, humanities,
and in part medicine.”

Within the TU? Alliance, a wide-ranging network for regular structured exchange on defined topics has
evolved. This is reflected in collective projects and constructive exchange among TU9 Universities: from
presidents/rectors and vice-presidents/-rectors to department heads and other experts at TU9 Universi-
ties, regular meetings are held to pool expert, up-to-date knowledge on key topics in higher education
policy and translate it into joint activities.

About TU?
TU9 is the Alliance of leading Universities of Technology in Germany: RWTH Aachen University, Technische Universi-
tat Berlin, Technische Universitat Braunschweig, Technical University of Darmstadt, TUD Dresden University of Tech-
nology, Leibniz University Hannover, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Technical University of Munich, and University
of Stuttgart.

TU9 Universities take special responsibility for the productive and innovative strength of our society and economy.
We help shape the future by contributing to digitization and the energy and sustainability transition, to name a few.
To this end, we combine our specific expertise in basic research, especially in the natural sciences and engineering,
with applied research and innovation. TU9 Universities enjoy an outstanding reputation around the world as re-
nowned research and teaching institutions. As such, they train exceptional young academics for careers in science,
business, and administration and assume social responsibility. TU9 Universities foster top-class international networks
and diverse cooperation with industry, making them a key element of Germany as a location of science and innova-
tion.



